
PLASMA ENHANCES IMMUNITY  
AND HEALTH STATUS IN ALL 
PHASES OF SWINE PRODUCTION  



OUR MISSION IS TO HELP ANIMALS 
THRIVE THROUGH THE USE OF 
INNOVATIVE FUNCTIONAL PROTEINS 
THAT POSITIVELY IMPACT PERFORMANCE 

Our story began over 35 years ago when APC scientists discovered the powerful 
role plasma derived functional proteins play in helping support and maintain normal 
immune function in baby pigs. Since that initial discovery, our scientists have seen 
powerful, consistent and effective results in swine and other species. APC’s spray-
dried red blood cell and spray-dried plasma (SDP) products are used in animal feed 
and other industries to add value through the unique properties that positively 
impact billions of animals each year.    

Plasma works every time.  
Hundreds of studies prove plasma positively impacts swine 
performance in all phases of production.  

PLASMA PERFORMANCE 
Research with leading scientists has shown  
that plasma in pig feed can: 

• Reduce mortality up to 50%
• Increase gain by 30%
• Improve feed intake by 25% 

#6 PLASMA RANKED #6 IN 
TOP 10 DISCOVERIES IN

SWINE NUTRITION 
500
PUBLISHED
PEER-REVIEWED 
JOURNAL ARTICLES

8 Billion
MORE THAN 8 BILLION 
PIGS FED GLOBALLY 

For years, swine producers have struggled with pigs  
becoming ill soon after weaning, leading to poor-performing animals that often succumb to the stress. Segregated 
early weaning was developed to break the disease and negative health cycle. APC worked with researchers at Iowa 
State University to see if our plasma functional proteins (FPs) could help. They did – and in a profound way. Over the 
years, hundreds of studies have been conducted, all with the same result – weaned pigs fed FPs in their first phase 
diet were less prone to illness, ate more and grew faster than pigs fed the exact same diet without FPs. In fact, the  
use of FPs is so effective, the majority of all pig starter diets contain them.  

More recently, the use of plasma as a health management tool appropriate for all phases of production has been 
recognized and use has expanded into suggest rearranging as finishing pig, sow and boar diets, with producers seeing 
value in every phase of production.   



NURSERY   
You know the choices you make during this crucial post-weaning stage will impact pig 
health – and the health of your business – for a lifetime.  

Start your nursery pigs off right with plasma. Plasma is the most researched nursery 
feed ingredient in use today. Time and again, the science has proven that plasma is 
an essential ingredient in getting pigs started right. Plasma supports the developing 
immune system at a time when pigs need it most.  

Using plasma in nursery diets improves feed intake and efficiency and reduces mortality 
during the stressful post-weaning period.

 BOTTOM LINE
RESULTS

GESTATING & LACTATING SOWS  
In today’s modern world of pig production, you must do more with less. Sows are 
supporting more pigs than ever and need to be in the best condition possible.  

That’s where plasma comes in. Feeding plasma functional proteins to sows during 
gestation or lactation can reduce inflammation, allowing her to wean healthier, more 
robust pigs and increase her overall productivity.  

Using plasma in sow diets results in more full value pigs, improved farrowing rate  
and more pigs weaned per sow served.

 BOTTOM LINE
RESULTS

FINISHING PIGS   
When it comes to finishing pigs, it’s a big investment. Labor. Feed. Medications. Even  
at a time when traditional health tools are going away, you need options to keep the  
whole herd in top condition.  

Producers are finding that plasma can be used as a unique ingredient in their health 
toolbox to help get finishing pigs to market. Plasma checks all the boxes on helping  
pigs during stressful events and other challenging conditions that commonly affect 
finishing pigs. Plasma helps to get bigger, better, stronger pigs to market.  

Using plasma in grow-finish diets contributes to an efficient immune response which  
helps pigs to recover more quickly and reduces low value pigs and culls. Plasma can be  
a tool to reduce reliance on using antibiotics.

 BOTTOM LINE
RESULTS

BOARS   
Hog production truly starts with the boar. And a healthy, less stressed boar is going  
to be your best chance at improving your herd.  

Using plasma in boar diets helps to increase doses per collection and reduce discard rate, 
especially in boars under stress.

 BOTTOM LINE
RESULTS



1 Blood is collected 
from federally 
inspected facilities 
from healthy animals

Filtered, chilled and 
stored in food 
grade, stainless 
steel storage tanks

Treated with UV 
Photopurification*

*Available in select regions

Spray-dried to 
80°C throughout 
substance

Packaged in new 
bags or totes

Stored at 20°C for 14 days in 
environmentally controlled 
warehouse (porcine products)

Quality tested prior to 
product release

Centrifuged, 
filtered and 
concentrated.

Transported in 
species-dedicated  
tankers to APC 
production site
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OFFICIALLY
INSPECTED

Spray-Dried Plasma (SDP) is a dry powder rich in functional proteins obtained from blood collected during the harvest 
of healthy animals destined for human consumption. The method of production involves the separation of red cells from 
plasma followed by the high temperatures and pressure of spray-drying, resulting in a homogeneous powder that has 
been used in animal nutrition as a functional ingredient since the 1980s. SDP contains a complex mixture of proteins 
such as albumin, globulin, transferrin, growth factors, bioactive peptides, and other nutritional components.

HOW PLASMA IS MADE 

BIOSAFETY 

APC takes the risk of foreign animal diseases and the safe manufacturing of our products seriously. Manufacturing safe 
and effective products is our number one priority. As the global leader in spray-dried animal proteins, we make continuous 
investments in the latest technologies – sometimes exclusive to us – to ensure we are providing a safe product 100% 
of the time. We invest significant resources into conducting scientific trials that validate our manufacturing practices 
inactivate global diseases of concern. The manufacturing process for the production of spray-dried plasma follows the 
World Health Organization guidelines for the production of human transfusable blood products.  

APC follows WHO guidelines:  
  Donor Selection 
  Testing of Plasma Pools 
  Viral Inactivation & Removal Procedures 

Our team of scientists initiates research  
where we seek to understand how our functional proteins  

work, resulting in more than 500 published journal articles.  



WEIGHT 
GAIN

REDUCED  
MORTALITY

50INCREASED 
TOLERANCE 
TO STRESS 
& DISEASE

FEED
INTAKE

NURSERY PIGS:  
Nursery
14 days
5% SDP

Average Value $3.00 

SOWS:  
Breeding, Gestation, Lactation

Continuous
0.5% SDP

Average Value $37.50 

FINISHING PIGS:  
Stress Events
As Needed

0.5-2.5% SDP
Average Value $1.00

BOARS:  
Stress Periods

As Needed
2.5% SDP

Average Value $30.00

PLASMA FEEDING RECOMMENDATIONS 

BOTTOM LINE - PLASMA WORKS EVERY TIME

25 30



APCproteins.com

For additional information, contact the 
Sales or Technical Service teams. 
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